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Overview

• AOD Media Watch launched at VAADA in 2017

• Rationale for establishing AOD Media Watch

– Iatrogenic effects

– Potential for the media to have a positive 
influence 

• The future…



Potential Iatrogenic Effects

• AOD Moral Panics

– Increased awareness and use of an obscure drug

– Impact media “epidemics”

• Stigma

– Impact on an already marginalised population 
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20th Century 
1960’s LSD

1980’s Crack (US Only)

1990’s Heroin

2000’s Ice (Part 1)



2000’s: “legal highs”

2008/2009: BZP Banned

21st Century – “Legal Highs” 



4-methylmethcathinone

“Miaow Miaow”

Mephedrone





The Vortex of Doom (Caldicott, 2016)



Understanding Moral Panic

Trigger/Event Context



Social Constructionism

AODs might have objective pharmacological 
effects, but they are also social constructions

These constructions of AODs limit what can be 
‘reasonably’ said about AODs

Since “views of reality are … culturally embedded, 
those views dominant at any time and place will 
serve the interests and perspectives of those who 
exercise the most power in a particular culture” 
(Patton, 2002, p. 100).



Who has a Vested Interest?
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Synthetic Cannabis – Event

April 2011: Callers on JJJ

Subsequent moral panic…

WA First to ban



Google Trends: “Buy Kronic” Searches

Bright, S. J., Bishop, B., Kane, R., Marsh, A., Barratt, M. J. (2013). Kronic hysteria: 
Exploring the intersection between Australian synthetic cannabis legislation, the 
media, and drug-related harm. International Journal of Drug Policy, 24, 231-237.



Further Legislative Actions

Federal:
– July 2011: 7 individual chemicals
– May 2012: Broad groups + “Synthetic 

Cannabinomimetics”
– June 2013: Consumer law re: more individual 

chemicals

State:
– 2011: WA (again), NSW, ACT, SA, NT & VIC
– 2013: TAS, QLD & NSW
– 2015: WA bans things with a “psychoactive effect”
– 2017: Victoria bans things with a “psychoactive 

effect” 



More New Chemicals

URB-597

5F-BP-22

AM-2201

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/URB597.svg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d7/5F-PB-22.png
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/AM-2201_structure.png


Harms (2012+)
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http://prism.org.au/


The “Ice Epidemic” Part II
“A sudden, widespread occurrence of an 
undesirable phenomenon” (Oxford Dictionary)







Ice Harm

Ice Use

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIle-xzfb5xgIVSBemCh3QqQIw&url=http://forum.kerbalspaceprogram.com/threads/122767-Kerbin-Ocean-Additions-(icebergs)-I-AM-OPEN-TO-MORE-IDEAS-TO-ADD-THE-THE-SEAS-OF-KERBIN&ei=EGq1VZWnJ8iumAXQ04qAAw&psig=AFQjCNEdZu9Ox-nETP9ojRibAaQgcoIoXw&ust=1438038928742480


Ice Harm

Alcohol 
Harm

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIle-xzfb5xgIVSBemCh3QqQIw&url=http://forum.kerbalspaceprogram.com/threads/122767-Kerbin-Ocean-Additions-(icebergs)-I-AM-OPEN-TO-MORE-IDEAS-TO-ADD-THE-THE-SEAS-OF-KERBIN&ei=EGq1VZWnJ8iumAXQ04qAAw&psig=AFQjCNEdZu9Ox-nETP9ojRibAaQgcoIoXw&ust=1438038928742480


Alcohol-related harm

26% of Australians report that they consumed 
alcohol consumption at levels that placed them 
at-risk of acute harm on a monthly basis!!

- accidents, assaults, domestic violence, MVA, Rx, 
employment issues, relationship problems (e.g., affair)

47% homicides in Australia between 2000 and 
2006 were classified as alcohol-related

15.4% of people who try alcohol will develop 
dependence



Credibility of Media





Stigma



The Future

AOD Media Watch has published over 50 articles

We have over 1000 FB Followers at 800 Twitter 
followers

We aim to increase our focus on reinforcing 
positive media coverage with the inaugural award 
for good journalism being awarded to Ian Royale 
at the VAADA dinner 



The future

Journalists can create an environment in which 
there is space for public dialogue about evidence-
based policy (e.g., pill testing)

Journalists can provide harm reduction 
information and demand reduction services

AOD Mainframes will be launching guidelines for 
the responsible reporting of AOD-related issues
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