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Do we need hospital based 
pharmacotherapy clinics?
·What is a hospital pharmacotherapy 

clinic?

·The Victorian picture

·Evidence review

·Discussion





ά{ǘ {ƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΩǎέ
·Specialist pharmacotherapy clinic

·ȰÃÏÍÐÌÅØȱ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔÓ

· Pregnant, high dose, comorbidities, chronic pain

·Pharmacotherapy prescribing post community 
residential withdrawal, post discharge acute wards

·Ȱ$ÕÁÌ ÄÉÁÇÎÏÓÉÓȱ ÃÌÉÎÉÃ

·Assessment clinic

·Training for registrars



ά{ǘ 9ƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΩǎέ 
·Non opioid pharmacotherapy 

prescribing outpatient clinic
·Difficulties finding prescribers for 

inpatients

·Patients often re-present to acute 
services due to inability of community 
pharmacotherapy system to manage 
them

·Ȱ7ÒÏÎÇ ÄÏÏÒȱ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎȡ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØ 
comorbid opioid dependent clients 
turned away

·Limited opportunity for training





²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ-based specialist 
ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎƻǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ŎƭƛƴƛŎέΚ
·Co-located & integrated with host hospital

·Supported by hospital AOD services

·Access to inpatient treatment

·Full time practice nurse, addiction specialist

·Hospital pharmacy support

·Trained and supported reception staff

·Shared care model

·?Not fee-for-service



Limitations of hospital-based 
pharmacotherapy
·Funding?

·Workforce limitations

·Are we overspecialising treatment?

·Who is the client group for specialist 
services? 





The community model
·Community prescribers and pharmacies

·-ÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȭ ÃÏÓÔ ÂÏÒÎÅ ÂÙ -ÅÄÉÃÁÒÅ

·Dispensing fee paid to pharmacy

·Program of training for prescribers

·Funded specialist pharmacotherapy clinics

·Various models and integration with mental health and 
acute hospital services

·Limited capacity



Limitations of Victorian 
pharmacotherapy system
·Difficulty in recruiting new prescribers

·Succession planning for existing prescribers

·Skewed distribution of prescribers

·Limited addiction medicine specialist support 



Victorian pharmacotherapy clients
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Victorian permit : doctor ratio
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